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Fablati 30. die Maii 1713. 


Ordered, | 3 | ; 
HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to 

the Reverend Doctor Sacheverell for the Ser- 

mon by him Preached before this Houſe Yeſterday at 
St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, and that he be deſited 
to Print the fame : And that Sir John Pallington, 
Sir William Whitelocke, Mr. Hungerford, and Mr. | 
Newland, do-acquaint him therewith, _ 


Ordered, 


That no Perſon do proſume to print the faid Ser- 
mon, but ſuch as Doctor Sacheverell (hal! appoint. 


Paul Jodrell, Cler Dom Com | 
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1 Peter ii. 16. 


As Free, and not uſing your Liberty 


for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as 
the Servants of God. 


ESE Words are part of the Epiſtle 
; appointed for the Service of this 
N Day, wherein the Great Apoſtle of 

5 the Greamciſion preſſes the Duty of 
Subjection to the Civil Power upon 
the converted Jews. A People, 
— who always ſtood in need of this 
Neceſſary Doctrine; a Generation always prone to 
&bellion , for which the leaſt Motive of Diſcontent 
was thought a ſufficient Plea ; a People, who (as 
far as twas in humane Power) had rejected God him- 
eh from being their Sovereign; and therefore it was 
not to be expected that they ſhould treat his Vice- 
gerents with more Reverence. With this precarious 
Allegiance (for twas no better,) they ſeldom failed 
to ſerre even their Native Princes, who rul'd them 
under their own Oeconomy, and Religion. But now, 
after the Diſſolution of their Government, the Yoke 
of Foreign Rulers ſo gall'd their ſtiff Necks, that they 
could not bear it with any tolerable Patience: For 


- 
7 
5 — 


d's own Heritage 5 His Choſen Generation Hu Ver. 9. 


704 Priejthood, His Holy Nation, His Peculiar Peo- 
lle to ſubmit. themſelves, like Slaves, to the Lynn: 
pe NICA 
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nical Impoſitions of Heathen Emperors and Governays, 


ſeem'd ſuch a Paradox, that all the Humility. and 


Meekneſs of the Chriſtian Religion could not tour 


reconcile them to it. The pole indeed addreſſes 2 
himſelf to them with much Tendernefs in this Point, 
allowing their Claim to theſe high Titles, and P.. 
vileges; but at the ſame time tells them that they 2 
ſhould not make a wrong Uſe of theſe pechliar © 
Favours, which, rightly apply'd, were indeed tie 


molt prevailing Obhgations to Obedicnce , but 


that they ought to conſider their unhappy Circum- 2 
{tances ; that they were Strangers and Pilgrims, in 
Foreign Countries, under a State of Perfecutipn and 
Tryal, and therefore were more particularly bound 
to abſtain from fleſbly Luſte, which war aguinf le 
Soul; having their Conwerſation honeſt among the Gen- 
tiles, that whereas they ſpoke againſt them 27 Evil. 
Doers, they might by their good Works, which they ſhould 
berold, glorify God in the Day of Viſiratian; and to 
recommend that Religion to the unconverted Word, 
by theis Quietneſs, Patience, and Submiſſion, Wich F 
that Religion ſo earneſtly enjoyn d. 1 b 
= 


Prepar'd the way to this great Duty of = 
Government, he lays it down in its fall 
and Obligation. 


city the Falſhood and Impiety of that popular Obi 


on, 1o frequently urg'd in its Deſence, drawn from 


the miſtaken Notions of Chriſtian Liberty; whereby } 


they aſſerted, that they as Free Mun were —— , 


Exton; © 
Submit your ſelves to every" . 
dinance of Man for the Lord's ſake; whether it be to 
the King, as Supreme, or unto Governours „ 4% u 
them that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of Eril- 
Doers, and for the 29 of them that do well. For þ | 
is the Will of God, that with well. doing ye may, pu 
zo filence the. Ignorance of fooliſh Men. Nothing, be 
thought, could ſo much obſtruct the Progreſs of 
Chriſtianity, or caſt ſuch a Reproach upon it, 2 
Diſobedience to the Civil Power; againſt Which t 
had guarded with ſo many Precepts, undet no leb a 
Sinctionthan that of eternal Damnation. But to leare f 
them wholly inexcuſable, without the leaſt Colour 
for this Sin; the Apoſtle particularly takes care to - | 
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before the Houſe of Commons; . 7 
camp from all other Juriſdictions, but That imme · 
lately of God; and that they ow d no Homage or 
$ujeftion to thoſe who did not govern them by their 
n Laws, or the divine Appointment ;- that Obedience 
on any other Grounds was mere Sl every, inconſiſtent 
© «it their Religion, and that conlequently, neither 
, nor any of his Roman Pro-Conſuls, or Deputies, 
IF {any juſt Claim to their Allegiance. That this was 
F {cc avow'd Principle, their own Hiſtorian informs us, Joſeph. I. 
ö Mrs Pu, d LANG mv ul en, 1 Ore. And 7. 5 
in another Place, Freier ꝙ b s,, Au dex, 


des d End Age da Unnaaubevey, Oer 5 
| e a Seomerlu. It ſcems thote ſpecious Pre- 
| WM tices of Kebelling in Defence of Religion, and for Li- 
1 IM 6: and Property, appear d very early in the Chri- 
* JM fin Church, in order to ſubvert the Foundations of 
- IM Chiftianity. But fome Modern notwithſtanding 
„b Apoſtolical Probibition, have reviv'd the old Ob- 
Van, and manag d it, as if it never had been an- 
o Il Gerd; (the uſual Method of That Faction) but have 
0 WM inlced not a little improv'd and refin d upon its In- 
a duty. For as their Predeceſſors reſilted their Gover- 
6 WM ns, becauſe they were athens, and as ſuch, E- 
d renics to their Faith, and ſo not entulFd to their 
"4 IM Allegiance , as they pretended ; Theſe their Sacceſ- 
* ſur; rebell d againſt their Natural and Legal Sove- 


ien, governing them by the exacteſt Meaſures of : 


F beit own Laws, dethron'd and murder'd him, not 
A only without, but contrary to all Law, for detend- 
us the pure and 1nviolable Religion of Chriſt's 

11 WM Church, eſtabliſbed by thoſe very Laws, and main- 
| mimog the Rights and Properties of his Subjects, by 


iz jult and due Execution of them. Thus Rebel. 
lun has always pleaded Liberty in its Juſtification, 
by repreſenting Government as a mere Antichriſtian 
bmlage, which a Free People are not bound to ſub- 
wit to, but may throw off at their Will and Plea- 
lure, In Oppoſition to which falſe and pernicious 
Notion, the Apoſtle in this Chapter does in the Name, 
ad by the Authority of God, expreſly found the Ori- 
(al of All Government upon the Delegation of the 
Power to his Vicegerents, as ſent by = ; 
who ; 


, 
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o therefore acting by his Commiſſion, juſtl demand 
— for the Erd Jake, by virtue of his indi- he 
ſpenſable Command, and by an Obligation of Gy 0⁰ 
feience. And to put an End to all Doubts and Con- n 
troverſies about this weighty Duty, he aſſures them 45 
that their Objections againſt it were equally Frivg. . 
lous and Wicked; that Chriſtianity had indeed rec- } = 
der d them Free, but not from Government; and that | 5 
if they preſum d to abuſe this their Liberty to its be. . ge 
judice, they made the Goſpel a Shelter of their Wie⸗ . 
kedneſs, Sin r Aa, a ſanctify d Cover, Or I Chr 
(as tis well render d) a Cloak for their Stn ; for that _F* 
no Mortal could pretend to any other Liberry, but By 
what was conſiſtent with, flowing from, and reſolvable =. 1 
into his Relation to his Creator, and ſupreme Las- Gi 0% 
wer, as 4 Servant of God. As free, but not nſmg yw _ Fx 
Liberty for a Cloak of Malicionſneſs, but as the Servans 0 
1 Fro which Words I ſhall endeavour to draw ; - : 
out the Force of this excellent, but 11-underſtood Ar- ac 
gument overthrowing the very Foundation of All Ar 25 
fitence againſt the Civil Pier. And this T ſhall do, BY *- 

. 7 
I. Firſt, By ſtating the true Notion of Chriſtian Li- „ 
berty, ſhewing wherein it conſiſts, and how it may Fry 
be us'd lawfully by us, as the Servants of God. WW 
age”. - = i AL 

II. Secondly, By inſtancing in ſome of the Abuſecl he 
of it, — Ou may be to perverted, as to be made . A, 
a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs. Wo; 
f deln Woh 

III. Thirdly, By proving the Abſurdity, as me Is 
as Wickedneſs of tuch Abuſes of our Liberty. I 
ano. 
IV. Laſtly, By laying before you the happy Ca | [IG 
{quences of Tru Liberty, and the Miſery _ 7 OM 
very of the mitaken Notions about it, and applying YR 
the whole to the preſent Solemnity. | rc 0, 
| | ion of ill 
I. And Fir I am to ate the true Notion of C51. 2 


in! and 
ian Liberty, to ſhew wherein it conſiſts, an * 
1 may be us'd lawfully by us, as the Servants 11 


before the Houſe of Commons. 
That there is ſuch a thing as Chriſtian Liberty, needs 
not to be prov d; but is here taken for granted by 
the Apoſtle, who preſuppoſes it as the Ground of this 
Objection. As free, &c. lays he. No if we con- 
ſult and compare thoſe Places of Holy Scripture, 
where this Doctrine of Liberty is fully aſſerted; we 
mall find that it conſiſts of theſe three Branches: 
ramely, | 
. 1 Freedom from the Power and Dominion of 

din and the Devil, and the Curſe of the Moral Law. 
This Freedom is purchas'd for us by the Death of 
Crit, by which we are Partakers of the Spirit of A- 
«pion, and are deliver d from the Bondage of Corruption, 


ut into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, as is prov'd 

ble nun large John 8. 32, 36. Rom. 6, 155 22. and 8. 2, Zo 

6 WO 2.13. and 4. 6, 26. and 5.1, fc. This is a 

r 1 ca Exemption from all Spiritual Servitade; but 

s { far from being an Exemption from Lars, that 
every Eſſential Condition of this Liberty con- 

py b in a Perfect Obedience to all the Injunctions of 

1 Linſtanity, = : 

do, t conſiſis in a Freedom from the Ritual Cere- | 

was of the Moſaick Lam, and the Spirit of Bondage 2%, 8. 

1, abrogated by our Saviour. But tho' that 1. 

tl lindsriting of Ordinances is blotted out, the Goſpel is 

000 OY tfabliſhed in its Room, which preſcribes our Liberty EET 
Ln its ju Bounds; inveſting the Church wit!“ 2 4. 

Fm: i Authority to appoint ſuch Ceremonies, as it 

ail proper to preſerve Order and Decency, Unifor- 1 Cor. 


Myand Edificarion ; and obliging its Members to the 
Vſevation of them. 

It conſiſts in a Fre: Uſe of all things that are 
aber Nature Indifferent ; that is, things concern- 
9% which the Law 18 ſilent, or has made no Deter- 
1210n leaving us at our own Choice, cither to act 
hot to act. Yet even in this Caſe our Chriſtian 
dom (tho' relating to things perfectly Indiffi,rent 
Mioemſely;) where it may Occaſianally prove a Mat- 
p a Ofence o Weak Brethren, is entirely dyer- rul'd 
it ben of Scandal; which abridges it under very 
der Pena ties, as we may read at large in the four- 
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James 1. Of theſe three Parts the Perfect Law of Liberty is 
25. conſtituted; which is ſo far fram ſuppoſing an lyny. 
nid from Laws, that it conſiſts in an Obligation and 
Obedience to them. This is all, and certainly a very 

Glorious Liberty which God bas indulg d us as Ni. MY 

nal Creatures; Thus indeed we are Free, but tis ſtill 

4s the Servant of Ged. Which leads me in the de- 

cond Place, ; 


II. To inſtance in ſome of the Abuſes of thi; Li· 
berty, wherein it may be ſo perverted, as to be made 
a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs. All which in general will 
be found to take their Riſe trom that falſe, but pre- 
wailing Opinion of Liberty, that it conlilts in an IF 7. 
Inmunity from Laws ; which is a direct Contradicion 


to the true Notion of it, deliver d to us by God in s 1 
the S-riptures ; and is in ſhort nothing but an un- "i 
warrautable and ſinful Licentionſneſs, turning the 3 wa 
< Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, in all Lewdnels and FF - | 
Irregularity both in Principle and Practice. Upon FF ;. 
which two Particulars, I will endeavour to make - - 
good this Charge againſt this Synagogue of Libertine: A 
ſtrictly fo call'd. | WG); 
1. As to Principles, It would be endleſs to fe, ede. 
count all the Blaſphemies, Hereſies, Schiſms, and . cine 
Errors of all kinds, juſtifyd and maintain d under I n 
this ſpecious Pretence by our Modern Infidels. Mot ce 


of which have been lately collected, and dreſsd up 

in a new Form to recommend them to the World iu 1:7 
their celebrated Piece, The Diſcourſe of Free- thinlii i n. 
as tis call'd. By the Authors of which, in opeg |. -- 
Defiance of rhe Government, of the Church, and . 
the State, the whole Body of Chriſtianity, with all 19 .. hs 
Sacred Mycteries and Oramances , are exposd all... 
Prieſteratt and Impeſture; Divine a and thg Mains 
Holy Scriptures repreſented as Enthuſiaſm, or Forgn "oY © | 
the Soul as Material and Mortal; the Worſhip of 634 000 / 
a3 ſenſeleſs Fear and Superſtition; Heaven and H 7 
as mere Dreams and Fables; and in a Word all ts wy 
Laws of God and the Churob, all the Greed: and Tem .. 
of Communion as Spiritual Slavery, in oppolition 


this Liberty aud Free-thinking. Theſz Things my 
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before the Houſe of Commons. 
notorious, we need only appeal to the World for the 
Trath of the Facts; which are Glory'd in by many, 
and Deny d by none. Paſs we on therefore, | 

2. Secondly to their Practice. Which we ſhall 
fad to be a true Tranſcript of their Principle; that 
d the Principles of Infidelity, and of Diſobedience, 
to all Laws both Humane and Divine. For ſuch a 
Fr:e-thinker, if he be conſiſtent with himſelf, muſt 
be a Free actor too, and can live under no Furiſ- 
dition or Controul, He is equally without Guide or 
Cwernour, owes as little Allegiance to his Prince, as 
Faith to his God; he is dependent of neither, and a 
Rebel againſt both; ſets up his own Wil as the Su- 
preme Mea ſure of his Actions, for which he is an- 
ſrerable to no Body but himſelf; Right and Hyong, 
Gud and Evil, are idle Notions and empty Specu- 
lations with him; and in a word, he lives and dies 
in Confuſion, Anarchy, and Libertiniſm ; that is, 
in direct Contempt of, and Contradiction to all the In- 
ſurcliuns, both of God and Man. If theſe are not 
Abuſe: of Liberty, pretending an Exemption from all 
Oigations, as a Cloak of Impiety : I think nothing 
celerves to be call'd fo; and we our ſelves alſo muſt 
cancel all the Fundamental Diſtinctions between 
Good and Evil. To make which farther appear, I 
proceed to the Third General Head, namely, 


III. Thirdly, to prove the Abſurdiry, as well as 
Pckdneſs of ſuch Abuſes of our Liberty. The very 
mentioming theſe things, one would think a ſuffi- 
ent Contutation of them. To prove this, is only 
0 prove, that there is really ſuch a Thing as Govern- 
ent in the World, and that it is Supported and 
Manntain'd. by Divine, and Human Lane, to regulate 
ur 1737, and our Action; That we have the 
ge tor the One. and the Stalates for 1 and 
bat Faith, and Obedience, are Dates c p in d both 
Cod, and Man; that our Under/tandings are as 
much lubject to God, as our Mill,; that we are 
Wally accountable for Both, and as much oblig'd to 
uz, and Believe, as we ate to 4: by the Rules, 
1 And conſe- 


"023; preſcrib'd us in his Word. 
U quently, 


— 
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quently, that is as reaſonable to affirm , that aMan © 
may Rebel, commit Murder, Adultery, &c. and not 
 beCriminal, and Obnoxioxs for taking this Liberty, as it 
is to affirm that he may deny God in Speculation, or 
contradictT hat Ceed, to which He requires our Aﬀent, 
The Folly, and Impiety of this wild Scheme lie fo inter. 
mingled; that the ſame Arguments demonſtrate Bom. 
To aſſert the contrary, is to make the Creature indepen- 
dent of the Creator ; and to deſtroy that Relation which 
is Eternal, and as analterable as His Nature. Theſe © 
Obligations are Congenial with his Being, and com- 


mence from the very Moment of His Birth: I 


Front up with Him, and are forever inſeparable from 
im. He ſtipulates for their Performance in Baptiſm, © 
and can expect Salvation on no other Terms. The 


very Conſtitution of all Laus is Founded upon, and 


Reſolvable into Them: And He that denies them, 
denies the Being either of God, or Himſelf ; Obliga- 
tions from the One to the Other neceſſarily reſulting 2 
from the allow'd Exiſtence of Both. So that whoſc- 2 
ever excludes Divine Right out of Government muſt 


fall into this miſerable Dilemma; that either God 
has no Right: of Himſelf, or cannot Delegate it to 


Others. Either of which Aſſertions is abſurd Blaſ- 
phemy : And it will be found a real, tho fad 
Truth, that whatever Coat theſe Libertines may caſt 


upon their Schemer, they really Believe no God; for 
All their Principles of Government exclude him out of 


them, and are plainly founded on nothing but 


downright Atheiſin. 33 
But if We were to ſet aſide Religion in this Point, 


(which is its chief Foundation) and conſider G- 
vernment only under a Political View ; it can nevet 
be ſuppos d that it ſhould leave its Subject: Arbitrary | 
Judges of the Equity ot its Laws after their Eſtabliſn- 


ment; ſo as to obey or diſobey them, as they think 
fit. For this would be to ſuppoſe a Power not only 
exemp: from, but ſuperior to the Laws (tho, to 
ſhew its Inconſiſtency, inferior to them Jikewile) 
which would take away their Force, and render 


all Government precario#s, and conſequently ge. 


% 


Upen 


before the Houſe of Commons. 

Upon what Bottom therefore would theſe Lanleſ 
Mm found their Liberty? By what Anthority do they 
theſe things * Or who-gave them this Authority? Whence _ 
„it? From Heaven, or of Men? They own 


Authority of neither; they diſavow the Juriſdichon 


and Power of Both. But they (till infiſt , *tis their 
Natural Right, as Free- born Men; whereby none is 
ſubje&t any farther han (Compact, and Conſent obliges 
bim. 1 ask therefore , What do they mean by this 


f-much-talk'd-of Natural Right ? Is it efſential;y, 


ind independently inherent in themſelves; or communi- 
ated by another? If they ſay the former; can any 
thing belonging to a dependent Being be it ſelf inde- 
pendent ? If the latter; Aho is that other who ſo com- 
municated this Righ: * Who can communicate a 
Natsral Right, but the Author of Nature? Or rather 
a Communicated Natural Right is a Notion' abſurd 

it {elf ; and ſo indeed is any Natural Right at alk a 
it relates to Creatures. To ſpeak ſtrictly, no Bring 
bas any Natural Right, but God; who by vertue of 


tave Naturally no Right to any Vins: unleſs It can 
be prov'd, that they bad a Nat Right to be ctea- 
ted, To ſet aſide That Epithet therefqre , What 
Light at all did God ever give them (for we have 
ſhewn that he alone could give it them) to pay no 
Obedience any farther than opal obliges? He has 
been ſo far from ever granting any ſuch thing, that 
fe has frequently commanded the direct contrary, 


ti Argument miſunderſtood or miſapply d, to ju- 
ty ſuch Conſequences as may fcem to be drawn 
hom it to the Prejudice of Human Liberty. For 
tio Mankind have no Rights but what they re- 
care from God, or thoſe delegated by him; yet 
when thoſe Rights are inyeſtcd in them by his Au- 
ttority, they cught not be taken away or deſtroy'd 
by the Uſurpation, or ill Management of a Tyran- 
nical or Arbitrary Governor. And an bumble Sub- 
miſon for Conſcience ſake to higher Powers, and a 
ue Uſe of the Rights whch Ged bas given both to 

Princes 


7 
4 


Geation has a Natural Eſſential Right to the Obedi- 
ence of his Creatures But thoſe Creatures themſelves 


without Limitation or Reſerve. I would not have 
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Princes and Subjects, is ſo far from tending to drt 


ry; that it 1s the molt effectual Security againſt it. 


Then as to Human Conſtitution. Is not every Man- 
by being born under any Stated Government, and 
owing his Protection to it, Subject as ſuch, to all te 
Laws and Conſtitutions of that Government? 80 


that this ſ#ppos'd Liberty is foreclos d from his very 


Birth; and the Moment he comes into the World. 


he is under a State of Subjettion. As he grows up, 


and is farther incorporated into it, his Obligation: ?- 
{ll rife, and incteaſe in Proportion to his Age, and © 
Abilitics, He is ſworn into all the Duties of All... © 
giance, and gives farther * of it to his Prince, ? 

very Man has his Sta- 
tion and Place in the Community, and no one is; 


his Church, and his Country. 


under ſuch a State of Liberty, as to be ſuch an Indi- 
vidual, as not to belong to the Body Politic, or bear 


no Relation to it. There is therefore no Medium be- 
twixt a True Subject, and a Rebel; the Minute a 
Man ceaſes to be One, he commences the Other, | 
And as for the popular Objection of Right, Property, 
or Privilege, whether they conſiſt in Honour, Poner, 
or Eſtate, they are to be conſider d as Original Grants | 
from the Crown, or Legiſlature, and can be only held ! 


oonditionally, in Subjection to the Laws, which ſtand 


as a Guard of the Royal Prerogatives on the one Hand, 
and of the Liberties, and Poſſeſſions, of the People on 
the other. From whence tis evident, that an I- 
munity from theſe Laws muſt deſtroy both, overturn | 
the very Foundations of Government, and bring in 
ſuch a Confuſion, as will baniſh all Peace, Civilt- 1 
ty, and Humanity out of the World. From all 
which undeniable Premiſes not only the Truth, but 
the Abſolute Neceſſiy, and indiſpenſable Duty of Ol“. 


dience is inferr d; Aclivelh, in all that we can, and 


Paſſively in all that we cannot lawfully ſubmit to; 
and that not only out of Fear, but for Conſcience ſake; | 
Excluding All Reſitance whatioever to the Seprem: 


Power as Impious, and Jikega!, according to that ex 


7 


duodeci- cellent Determination of the Legiſlaure, upon the 
Great Rebellion. * That by the Undoub:cd and Fundamen. 
tal Laws of this Kingdom, neither the Preys : "= 

: AR, 


mo Car. 


II. c. 30. 


before the Honſe of Commons. 15 
Rralms, nor the Commons, nor Both together, in Parlia- 


Mint, or out of Parliament, nor the People, Collettively, 
„ „ Repreſentatively, nor any other Perſons whatſoever, e- 


ver had, have, hath, or onght to have, any Coercive Power 
= mer the Perſons of the Kings of this Realm. 
nd 
the IV. I come now to my laſt Particular, to lay be- 
% doe Vou the Happy Conſequences of True Liberty, 
ety nnd the Miſery, and Slavery of the Miſtalen Notions 
1d, about it, and to apply the whole Diſcourſe to the 
Ap, preſent Solemnitjy. : : 
on Having ſhewn the Abſurdity, and Wickedneſs of this 
ind dale Principle in it ſelf, as utterly inconſiſtent with 
le- Reaſon, and Religion, Goſpel, and Law; the contrary 
ne, Polition mult be irrefragably true, and entirely a- 
a- gteeable to the Laws of God and Man; and there 
n needs not much Argument te prove that the Effect: 
i. mult reſemble the Cauſes; and that Happineſs, and 
car Proſperity, Peace, and Freedom, mnſt be the natural 
be- product of Subjection to certain Laws; and Shame, and 
©a Alis, Confuſiun, and Slavery, of their pretended 
ber, Iumunity from All. 
ml), There is nothing that carries ſuch an irreſiſtible 
. Charm in it, and that ſo much engages our Affecti- 
0955 ons as Liberty; it is the Darling Bleſſing of Mankind, 
feld without which all others are inſipid, and for the 
and obtaining of which they would willingly part with 
nd, All that they enjoy without it. This is the Peas 
"ol WM of that Grout Price, as to this Life, that we woald 
l. all we have to purchaſe it. The very Notion of Sla- 
un i % makes Nature ſtart with Abhorrence and Re- 
be W {niment, at a Thing which reduces it to Shame, 
4 p WH 4d Indignity, Scorn, and Contempt, and what it 
he bees under any Form or Condition. Golden Chains 
0%. WM oc recommend Servitude, or make a Palace 
; WM 422. But as nothing is ſo «ch, or ſo jufly 
= : lcir'd as Liberty; nothing is ſo much Abad, amd 
p 10 Hiſander Food, and Perverted to ſuch Wicked Purpo- 
3 ic, "Twas this ſpecious Fallacy, the Author of AM + 
— ":ve!lion , made uſe of to beguile our Firſt Parents; pF 
r and wich whych he has ever ſince deluded their Po- 


aut to Sedition, and Diſobedience. It is the Se. 
n, 


falſe Inſinuation upon our Governors in Church and | 


tells us, *twas the old Art of a Spreader of Sedition, 
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nal, and Party- Nord of Faction, to Amuſe Credulou 


and Ignorant People with Fears and Fealouſis about ih 


what they think dearer to them than their Lives, Hol 


and therefore tis no Wonder that they fo frequent- Lord 


ly lay them down in the pretended Vindication of WM 50 
what perhaps is not in Danger. But all this Out-cry 
is often _rais'd by Politick Mutineers as à baſe ind MI and 


State, to repreſent Them as Encroachers upon the 

Freedom and Properties of the Subject, whenevet they | 
would incite them to Inſurrection and Rebellion. This 
is their conſtant Topick of Declamation againſt the 
Charch and Monarchy; as if a due Execution of the 
Laws, which were made (under God's Providence 
as the only Bulwark againſt Popery and Slavery in | 
our Kingdom, was the moſt certain way to bring 
thoſe Abominations upon Us. Is there any Reaſon to 
be Afſign'd, why We (hould not as much Love and 
Value LIBERTY as They? Can They imagine U; 
ſuch Fools, as to ſacrifice Our Eaſe and Intereſt for | 
nothing, to make Our Selves Beaſts of Barden, and 
to Court Servility, Fetters, and Miſery, only by way 

of Complement to Out Superiors? No! this is their 

Cloak of Maliciouſneſs which they caſt over "thai. | 
Hypocritical Deſigns ; and with which they Cloath 

the Devil, and Transform him into an Angel of Light, 
They Believe it not themſelves ; They know thele 
are Impoſtures to paſs upon the Vulgar ; as the Port 


Indeec 
ton o 
Four) 
(lays 

Was 
Wheths 
lune 
ane 
1% 
Upref 
ey 7 
U Coy 
ant i 
alt « 
ne c 
Ince 

klert; 


| ———SpAr gere voces 
in vulgum Ambiguas, & querere Conſcius * 
irg. 


This Well-manag'd Ambiguous Word LIBERTY; 
bas often with its Noiſe beat all the True Sznſe of it 
out of the Nation. Which will be ever found to 
conſiſt, not in an Immunity from (as they pretend) 
but in 4 due Subjection to All Laws both Ecclefrafticd |} 
and Civil. Which is evident from the expreſs Words 

of God. For therefore the Goſpel is call'd The Per. 


James 1. {ett Law of Liberty, whereby We Know the Truth, US Wt 


25. 


"ke. (Fr | 
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ry Free, and not to be entangled again with theToke of Bondage. 


nd And ſince We are called unto Liberty, We muſt not uſe Ger. 1 


nd wr Liberty for an Occaſion to the Fleſh, bat by Love 
he ve one another. Which Words of St. Paul are an 
ry end Comment on St. Peter's in the Text; declaring 
his MW jointly chat perfect and true Liberty is nothing elſe, 
the bot the Service of God in Obedience to His Laws, and 
the that tis abus d for a Cloak of he F when tis 
ce) e uſe of for an Occaſion to the Fleſh + that is, to 
in kene any Illegal or Sinful Purpoſes. The Patrons of 
ing this Falſe Liberty either cannot, or will not, diſtin- 
1 to WM eviſh betwixt Slaves and Subjects; They repreſent 
and i Obedience as Shackels impos d upon Humane Na- 
Us te, and make Religion and Government ſuch a Yoke , 
"fot sit cannot bear. What theſe Men mean by Nature 
and  » plain; that is, Nature in its Degenerate and Cor- 
way N upted State (as they would have it) let looſe to all 


ts Vicious and Enormous Luffs and Paſſions, and 
oi ſubdued to their Tyrannical Uſurparions, which 
oath deed is the moſt true Account and exact Defini- 


th ſhall make u Free; convey'd to us by the John 8. 
l 5 the Free Spirit; For where the Spirit of the 32. | 
. Lird is; there is Liberty. And we are commanded; to 2 Cor. 17. 
of land fat in this Liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us Gal. 5. I. 


3. 


ight. dan af S very. Whoſoever committeth Sin (ſays our Sa- Jobn 8. 


thele "cur) is the Servant (or Slave) of Sin. Know ye not 34. 
Por (is the Apoſtle) het to whom ye yield your ſelves Kom. 6. 
ion, 


rants to obey, his Servants ye are, to whom ye obey, 16. 
Wether of Sin unto Dearth, or of Obedience unto Righ- * © 
neſs * —— But being made Free from Sin, and be- 
me Srvants unto God, ye hav? your Fruit unto Holi- 
% and the End Everlaſting Life. And St. Peter's 
aprels Words may determine this Point. While 
ty promiſe them Liberty they themſelves are the Slaves 2 Ep. 2. 
i Corruption, for of whom a Man is overcome, of tht 19. 
mt is he brought into Bondage. This indeed is the 
alt odious and deteſtable Bondage Human Na- 
7 can degrade it ſelf to, by which it offers Vio- 
ace to its own Reaſon , contradicts its own Laws, 
ent its own Happineſs, apoſtatices from God its 
r and Redeemer, and ſubjects irs ſelf to the Do- 
C minzon 


— — — 
3 — 5 


n 


r e ri One. 
. r 
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who pays his Yaſals with Wages anſwerable to his © 
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minion of its greatclt Enemy and Tyrant the Deyil; 


accurſed Drudgery, Pains, Sickweſs, Shame, and Daub a 
bere, and Feerkadiag — 4 wich bmi '* 
hereafter. But the Service of God is perfect Freedom ; G 
his Ways are Ways of r and all. bis Paths a 
Peace; His Yoke us eaſy, and his Burden light; and be 
Commandments not gong „hut ſuch as tend to pro- Y 


mot? our real Pleaſure and Welfare in this World, and N 


ſecure our Eternal Felicity in the next. This is exi- 
dent in all the Practical Duties of Religion, and no 7 
leſs in the Neceſſary Matters of Faith; whercin God 
by virtue of his Sovereignty, may undoubtedly com f 
mand our Belief implickly, in ſuch Things as HAY 
thinks fit to reveal, tho they are above our Reaſon "n 
to comprehend , without the Blaſpkemous Imputa# the 
tion of Euſlaving his Creatures. And where the OY de 
jefts are ſuited to our Reaſon, He commands us tl « | 
exereiſe it in Thinking as freely as we can, within ti « , 
Bounds of Sobriety and Humility, in examining ti « | 
Grounds and Foundations of our Faith to the ver « , 
bottom; which the deeper we ſearch into, the bun « a 
Conviction we ſhall receive of its Truth, the mol « | 
infallible Remedy for that Scepticiſm, {nfidelity, an « ., 
Atheiſm, that is the certain Product of this Liv « |; 
falſely fo call'd. Which as it overturns all Religioq f « 4: 
is of no leſs DeftruRtive Conſequence in 4 40 
(upon which it ſo much depends) by ſtriking at , « 1 
very Root of its Authority, in Denying Obedience WF « ;, 
its Laws, Cancclling the Power of the Sovereign, WF « (© 
ſubj:Ring Him to the Arbitrary Will of the Pop . 
lace, rendring our Conſtitution. Anarchy, the Co « ,;. 
a Ball of perpetual Contention for ambitious Ul « 7, 
pers and Tyrants, our Princes Contemptible, 2 « c._ 
our People Slaves. And God deliver us from fa . i 
Enthralling and Damnable Licentiouſneſs, with wh BY © ke 
we can be neither Good Chriſtians, not Good SHE lup 
neither Faithful Servants to God, or our Q, Ol © (4 
Church, or our Country. + 1% 15 0 With 
From the lamentable Effects of which,his Gra Cn, 
Providence did 10 wondertully delwer us 1 ur I. 


before the Fuſe of Commons. 19 
:d Day. For to this abominable Licentionſue 
in Ola, and Practice, is chief] to be 440100 
the Riſe, Progreſs, and unhappy- Succeſs of the 
Grit Rebellion, and all the Miſeries and Oppreſſions 
anſequent thereupon, under which theſe Kingdoms fo 
lg Groan'd, For that the Enemies of the Govern- 
meut might the more eftectually attack it in its 
Vital part, ſuch Seditious Principles were Infus'd 
into the People, as might prepare them for the Exe- 
cution of the moſt barbarous and horrid Crimes. 
The Incloſures of Religion were accorditigly laid open; 
and under the Pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, 
ſuch a prodigious Swarm of Enthufiaftic Se; , 
Sthiſms, and Hereſies ſprung up, as quite eclips'd 
and confounded the true Doctrine, and Diſcipline of 
the Chyroh, So that (to ſpeak in the Language of 


* their Impiety, (who were as far from being True 30. 
* Proteſtants as True Subjects) having ſtreugthned 
* themſelves in Power 'and Faction, by odious 
* Arts and Devices, Plotted and Contriv'd the 
Rin and Deſtruction of this Excellent Monarchy, 
* and with it of the True Reform'd Proteſtant Re- 
gion, which had been fo long protected by it, and 
* flouriſhed under it, and found it neceſſary in order 
u the carrying on of their pernicious and traiterous 
© Deſigns, to throw down all the Bulwarks and 
" Fences of Law, and to ſubvert the very Being and 
* Conſtitution of Parliament, that ſo they might 
"at lat make their way for that Impious Fact, 
that Execrable Murder, that moſt Unparallelſ d 
Ireaſon committed in their Fanatick Rage on the 
Lcred Perſon of our Sovereign, whereby the Pro- 
" teltant Religion received the greateſt Wound and 
" Reproach, and the People of England, the moſt un- 
" luppartable Shame and Infamy that was poſſible for 
* the Enemies of God, and the King, ko bring upon us. 
With which blefſed Martyr at once fell both the 
vnn, and the Mitre, onr Religion and Government, 
wr Lam and Liberties ; and under the Pretence of 
vs Redreſ- 


the Legiſlature) © This Party of Wretched Miſ- Act. 12. 
grants, deſperately Wicked, and Hardened in Car. II. . 
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Redrefſing Grievances, and the Fear of Popery and 4, G 
bitrary Power, the Nation was reduc'd into che moſt ce 
&, intolerable State of Affliction, Bondage, and Athe- Wi 

E iſm, that ever a People abandon d by God, and pi- Di 
. ven up to their own Lulis could endure. Out of Its 
4 Act Anno“ all which deplorable Confuſions, Diviſions, Wars Ri 
| 12. Car, © Devaltations, and Oppreſſions, Almighty God, fer 
2. c. 14. © the King of Kings, and SOLE*DISPOSER bf all ter 
„ EARTHLY CROWNS, and Kingdoms, by his MW 5: 
| 66 All- ſwaying Providence and Power, mitaculou- an 
ce ly reſcued us; by the Wonderful, Glorious; Peace las 
; able, and Joyful Reſtauration of our King, to the WM xc: 
«< Actual Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of his undoubted . Fa 
* HEREDITARY, Sovereign and Legal Authority f 2 
ce Over us: After ſundry Years forc'd Exterminati- Sac 
c on into foreign Paris, by the moſt traiterous Con- Co: 
. 4 ſpiracies, and armed Power of a Tytants WW luc 
| « and execrable, perfidious Traitors. By which the tar: 
| Church and Government were reſettl'd upon their Au 
ancient Foundations, the Dignity, Freedom, and {bo 
1 Power of our Laws, and Parliaments reviv'd, andi aba 
| the true Liberty of the Subject, as the Iſſue of them, bon 
was Re-eſtabliſhd on this happy Day. A Day, its 


4 which ought for ever to ſhine in the Britiſh Calender, Bll * 
diſtinguiſh'd with more than ordinary Marks of Ho- ing 


nour and Regard by every true and loyal Member of den 

I our Conſtitution. A Day, to wich we owe all the itic 
Pablick Benefits, that we, or our Poſterity can enjoy. both 
1 A Day, to which we owe ſo many Bleſſings flowing iu 

| from the gracious. and mild Adminiſtration of then « 
; Pious Remains of that Royal Progeny, under who low- 
we flouriſh with all the Mercies that. can render an Ooh 

: People moſt compleatly Happy, would our Du bey 
a and Gratitude riſe in proportion to them. God Al C. 
j mighty has indeed Difinguiſh'd Her Reign (and ma nhic 
F he long continue to do fo ]) above thoſe of Her Roy" nay 
lit al Anceſtors, with ſuch Signal Marks of hig peru «Cj 
1 Kindneſs, as ſeem to point Her out, as much the Hi 
| vourite of Heaven, as the Darling of Her People. 1008 , a 
[4 Succeſs with which He has always Crown'd Hef «th, 
1 Arms, has been as much Superier to theirs, 15 10 _ FX 


0 
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A Glorious PEACE, She has obtain'd by them, ex- 
g ceeds all that ever theſe Nations were yet Bleſsd 

* with. This indeed was the only End, for which She 
Die Her Sword ef Juice; aud when it had done 

oy in Great Work, and impartially Diſtributed the 
_ Rights and Liberties of contending Kingdoms, and 


„ tid Her own upon that moſt exact Balance of in- 


al WM irc and Power; in Goodneſs and Mercy She 
his WM Sheath'd it, and put a ſtop to that Deluge of Blood 
and Tre ure, which has been fo cruelly and profuſely 
laviſh'd : Which great Bleſſing could onlyhave been 
axccomphſh'd under God and Herſelf, by ſuch a 
Fiichful, Wiſe, and Sead) MINISTRY; and ſuch 


Sacrifice whatever elſe is dear to them for the Publict 
Good, and have no other Deſigns to carry on, but 


fare of the Grown, the Church, and Their Country.: 


abandon d Faction, who have fffficiently ſhewn 


they have loſt the good Op 
nhom they had long deluded 


| MN „are impatient in be- 
ng deltitute of doing MiſcliMſly who as they behave 


emſelves molt tyrannically in Power, are molt ſe- 


nich they themſelves mean nothing, Hut the Power 
0 Betraying their Sovereign, and Enſla 
low-Subjects, and of overturning the Conſtitution 
boch in Church and State. In order to which when 
hey thought their Project was ripe, Obedience to th: 
Uvil Power upon Pringiples of Conſcience (without 
which it can never ſtand) was exploded as a Slaviſh, 
ay a Damnable Doctrine, tho the expreſs Doctrine 
ert, and his Apoſtles, What ridiculous Mocke- 
sit to hear ſuch Men ſet themſelves up for Patri. 
i, and talk of the Fears of Popery, ' and the Danger 
their Country, which was never ſo much in Dan- 
r, as trom Thewſelves ; who tho they have won 
1 | 0 


a PARLIAMENT, who bave been always ready to 


luch as may Promote the. Safety, Honour, and Wel- 


Aud tis no wonder that ſuch an Adminiſtratiun 
{hould Provoke the Malice, Envy, and Rage of an 


how well they are affected to all Three. Who ſince 
_ of the People), . 


Utious when they are out of it; equally Enemies in 
both Caſes to True and Keal Liberty\ A Word, by 


g their Fel- 
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ſo providentially defeated, are ſtill carrying 
the fame pn 1 — Conſpiracy ! 2 
to poyſon the Kingdom again by 8 their 
factious Principles, and ſeditious Libels in eye. 
ry Corner of it. To prevent which we ſee the abſo- 
Inte Neceſſity of Keeping up the Remembrance f 
this Good Day, to diſappoint and overthrow the wicked 


| Deſigns of ſuch Traiterous; Heady, and High-mind:4 


Men; who under the Pretence of Religion and Liberty, | 
and God's maft Holy Name, had comriv/d, and well nigh 
effefted the utter Deſruction of this Church and Kingdom, | 
and who will never be at Reſt till they have brought the 
ſame diſmal Calamities upon us again. But ſurely we 
have ſmarted ſo ſeverely under this Egyptian Bondage, 
as never more to permit the heavy Yoke to be put on 
our ſervile Necks,” or ungratefully complain and 
murmur at thoſe Perſons who have don: fo great thing; 1 
for us, One would think, we needed no other Ar- 
gument to recommend the Excellency of our well 
iemper d Cnftitation (fo particularly calculated for 
the true Liberty of the Subject, as well as the Hann: 
and Dignity of the Prince) to our Eſteem, Zeal, and 
Love; which we cannot in the leaſt Tittle depart Z 
from with Safety. Let us RedfaRtly adhere to that 
both in Church and State, as the very Baſs upon 
which our whole Happineſs ſtands z and which, if 
inviolably maintain'd, may make us deſpiſe our 
Enemies, and defy the Gates of Hell to prevail a- 
gainſt us. For which End let us beſeech God in the ? 
Words of our Church, to “ ſend forth his Light & 
„ and his Truth for the DOR of theſe Depths 
<< of Satan, this Myſtery of Iniquſty; to infatuate 
and defeat all the ſecret Counſels of the Ungodly ; 
« to abate their Pride, aſſwage their Malice, and 
© confound their Devices. To ſtrengthen the Hands 
* of our Gracious Sovereign Queen ANNE, and all 
“ that are put in Authority under Her, with Judg- 3 
* ment and Juſtice, to cut off all ſich Workers of 
© Injquity as turn Religion into Rebellion, and 
„Faith into Fadtion, that they may never à 84 
* prevail againſt us, nor triumph in the Run d 


« the 
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« the Monarchy "and | Church amongſt us. And 
« that God would protect and defend our Sove- 

« reien Lady the Queen with the Royal Family, 

« fro:1. all Treaſons and Couſpiracies; that he 

« would be unto Her an Helmet of Salvation, and 

« a ſtrong Tower of Defence againſt the Face of 

« all Her Enemies. And as for ihoſe that are im- 

« placable, that he would cloath them with Same 
« 2nd Conſuſion, that upon Her Self and Her Suc- 

ceſſors, the Crown may for ever flouriſh, _, 
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